Splenic cysts in pediatric patients--a report on 8 cases and review of the literature.
8 cases of splenic cysts are reported: treatment was surgical in 4 large cysts (greater than 5 cm, 3 epidermoids and 1 pseudocyst), and non-operative in 4 small cysts (less than 5 cm, 3 post-traumatic pseudocysts and 1 congenital cyst, probably epidermoid). Follow-up was over a period of 3 months to 7 years. 3 among the 4 post-traumatic pseudocysts were followed up by ultrasound until resolution (3 months to 3 years), and 1 large pseudocyst was operated on due to rupture following benign trauma. 3 large cysts were epidermoid in origin, 1 was electively operated, and 2 were discovered and operated on because of complications (rupture, infection). Only one total splenectomy was performed; surgery preserved the spleen in all other cases; but 1 epidermoid cyst presents now with a recurrence. Based on this experience, we suggest frozen section of the cyst wall during surgery, to decide the type of partial splenectomy to be performed: total cystectomy or marsupialization.